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to the Eternal. The research chemist conquered the world
around him by learning more about it and using the knowledge.
The scientist-philosopher (who still thought of himself as
magus) sought possession of the principles which govern the
universe.
Schobinger probably was right. The confusion which prevails
in Paracelsus' chemical speculations compares unfavorably with
the sober formulas of such writers on distillation as Brunswick
and Agricola. But, on the other hand, Schobinger had no grasp
of the gigantic project Paracelsus was pursuing. In the Para-
mine Essays he strove at nothing less than a bio-chemical theory
of physiology. The haziness of his details came from his vision-
ary obsession with general principles. He strove to bring the
mass of undigested data into an orderly, scientific system. "This
will purge, that will constipate," he scoffed at the empirical
and eclectical knowledge of his contemporaries. There must be,
he was sure, one underlying principle which governed all ac-
tions of nature. His error, so to say, was due to far-sightedness. .
Leaping from the world-conquering enthusiasm of the adepts
directly into the single-purpose ideas of modern system-build-
ers, he strove for a functional theory of the universe, and in it,
a medical anthropology based on the chemical knowledge of
his age.
THE   THREE    SUBSTANCES
The Volwnen Paramirum (page 133) had formulated the broad
principles on which Paracelsus intended to establish his new
medicine. Numerous lectures, essays and books implemented
the outline with details. Four of these treatises, although com-
posed four years later at Beratzhausen and St. Gall, are so clearly
an expansion of the Volwnen Paramirum that the author referred
to them as the Paramiric Essays and bound them together in a